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Summary:

Linkage Politics in the Middle East, a work by author Yaacov Bar-Siman-Tov, is a book 

that offers an in-depth look at the Middle Eastern societies' internal and external conflict 

relationships during times of war or conflict.  The works' traditional approach to linkage politics 

assumes that the instability of internal politics may distract a govt from 

their own internal upsets by instigating some type of external conflict with another culture or 

society (7).  Using the socio-psychological model, Linkage Politics in the Middle East relies 

highly on the basis of three key concepts:  (1) the internal conflict within a group can be limited 

or strengthened by an external conflict, (2) an external conflict's stressors may be lessened or 

heightened by an internal conflict, and (3) considered the "scapegoat" theory, one in which the 

attention from am internal conflict is overcome by having such attention redirected or projected 

to an outside group, or in some instances an internal group within the society such as a racial or 

ethnic minority (11). ( Awkward The premise of this book is to aid in the explanation of why when a society 

is feeling threatened, the sense of vulnerability can assist in not only alleviating the internal 

stressors and tensions within a society, but serve as a means of unifying the peoples within that 

population.  Attack from outside sources is one of the greatest threats to any society, yet after 

such an attack, although the victimized people may feel afraid, their common fears unify them as 

a people and their attempts to defend their homeland and culture.

Evaluation:

Bar-Siman-Tov's work Linkage Politics in the Middle East is a thoroughly written book 

that offers comprehensive and insightful information about societal conflict when dealing with 

the Middle Eastern nations.  The author gives clear and understandable information that is not 

only helpful in comprehending the linkage politics of the Middle East, but can be applied to a 

worldwide political scale to some degree.  The only true disappointment is that the author relies 

too heavily on Middle Eastern politics, particularly Syria.  Linkage Politics in the Middle East 

would serve as a great source for the political novice, because although it clearly explains the 

cause and effect relationships of internal and external conflict within a society, it does so in a 

language that is easy to read and understand, which can be a rare find from a political writing 

standpoint.  

Importance to Research:

Although Bar-Siman-Tov's work is very readable and easy to understand, the book may 

serve as little help for the researcher.  Even though Linkage Politics in the Middle East attempts 

somewhat to delve into a global perspective, the work focuses primarily on linkage politics 

within the Middle East, especially Syria.  The one main premise that may offer some aid to the 

research is the assumption that outside attacks to the United States such as the events on 9/11 

may serve to unite a society against a common enemy, which is the primary focus of the research.

Link to Other Sources:


Linkage Politics in the Middle East is easily linked to other sources used to find 

information on the research topic, although for various reasons.  Linkage Politics in the Middle 

East can be linked to The Crisis of Islam, War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, 

Counterterrorism, and The Limits of Social Cohesion due to the fact that all above works include 

an outlook on conflict through the views and perspectives of the Middle Easter public.  Linkage 

Politics in the Middle East can help lead to War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, 

Counterterrorism, and Against All Ememies because all of the books explore the perceptions of 

the United States public after the 9/11 attacks to varying degrees.

Summary:


Kamalipour and Snow's book entitled War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global 

Perspective is a comprehensive work  which delves into the concept of war and the many cause and 

effect relationships that conflict has with regard to the media and propaganda delivered to the 

surrounding populations.  The work also explores media and propaganda influence upon public 

opinions and attitudes during times of war, from an international perspective.  Special emphasis 

is given throughout the writing to the governments of nations and the influence such  

governments may have over the news information offered to the public it is meant to serve.  War, 

Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective also reports on the common tactical scenario in 

which while one government may show their population glowing reports of their own progress 

during times of war and conflict, most times their oppostion uses the same ploy while both 

countries portray their opposition as menacing, evil, and immoral to their peoples.  In this time of 

widespread technology and communication services, the media, with or without political 

propaganda, serves as one of the leading sources of news and information to the masses.  Also in 

this day and time, especially in a world where many societies are capitalist ones, money and 

power serve as strong motivating forces not only to the governments involved in the conflict, but 

to those whom investigate and report such conflicts as well.  In War, Media, and Propaganda: A 

Global Perspective, Kamalipour and Snow weave an intricate web of war, propaganda, media, 

and the intimate relationships between all three.
Evaluation:

War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective is a well written, easy to read piece 

of work that does a wonderful job of conveying the concepts of war and propaganda within the 

media.  While attempting to explore such subject matter as politics and propaganda from a 

worldwide perspective serves as a difficult task for an author, Kamalipour and Snow do a more 

than ample job of making War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective a comprehensive 

work while still being interesting to the reader.

Importance to Research:


Kamalipour and Snow's War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective may serve as 

an importance source of information, due to the influence of such subject matter over public 

opinion during times of conflict.  The work explores the inner mechanics of how the government, 

politics, and propaganda influence the media to serve their own needs and interests.  As stated 

previously, in this time of heightened technological accessability, the media works as a vital 

source of information and facts for a population, especially at times of conflict or war.
Link to Other Sources:


War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective can be linked to such other research 

sources as The Crisis of Islam, Counterterrorism, and Against All Ememies due to the 

information contained within each of the 9/11 attacks.  War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global 

Perspective may again lead to The Crisis of Islam, Counterterrorism, and Linkage Politics in the 

Middle East because of their explorations of the Middle Eastern perceptions of the current 

conflict between the Middle East and the United States, as well as pertinent information about 

terrorist groups and activities.  The work also relates to Counterterrorism, Linkage Politics in the 

Middle East, and Against All Enemies for the works' knowledge of the attitudes and perspectives 

of the United States public following the 9/11 attacks and the current conflict with the Middle 

East.

Summary:


Bernard Lewis' book The Crisis of Islam is an intricate work that explores the religion of 

Islam and those individuals whom choose to follow such teachings.  Within The Crisis of Islam, 

Lewis elaborates on the fundamentals of the Islamic religion and those whom adhere to them, 

whether everyday, ordinary believers, or those whom turn to extremist measures under the guise 

of preserving their culture and heritage.  The Crisis of Islam not only focuses on those whom 

follow the Muslim teachings, among them at times some loyal extremists, but also those other 

societies and individuals whom are affected by such radical terrorist acts, as in such cases of the 

9/11 attacks on the United States.  By Lewis' opinion, many Middle Eastern peoples hold the 

same view of the 9/11 attacks as they hold of the Holocaust: (1) the events never took place, and 

(2) if such events did take place, the Jews (or United States in regard to 9/11) deserved it for 

being infidels (155).  Reactions by Middle Easterners to the attacks on the United States on 9/11 

were mixed to say the least.  As some poverty stricken Arabics danced within the streets with 

glee in the knowledge of injury to such a powerful, rich, and materialistic nation as the United 

States, they were joined by those peoples who helped perpetrate the crime.  Yet among the 

Middle Eastern masses, there were some of those whom were truly shocked and horrified at the 

vicitmization of the United States for seemingly no apparent reason, other than their staunch 

supports of freedom, and Israel.

Evaluation:

Although Lewis' The Crisis of Islam is thoroughly written and introspective, the work is 

often times dry and can make it difficult for the researcher to find coherent information, due to 

the sporatic placement of key elements of the work.  Even then, much of the information offered 

within The Crisis of Islam is common knowledge to those readers whom hold any interest on the 

subject material.  Overall, Lewis' The Crisis of Islam may be a dry, chaotic read at times, the 

work could serve as a great source of information for novices of the subject matter.

Importance to Research:

Although The Crisis of Islam holds much information about the causes and effects of the 

9/11 attacks, most of the writings are from the Middle Eastern nations' perspective.  Thus, 

Lewis' work shows little input of the events on 9/11 and their impact upon individuals living in 

the United States.  Even so, The Crisis of Islam holds some importance to the research, if only in 

relation to the Middle Eastern perspective.  I agree.  You need a book like this on the US
Link to Other Sources:

The Crisis of Islam relates to the other research works War, Media, and Propaganda: A 

Global Perspective, Counterterrorism, and Against All Enemies due to the vast amount of 

information about the events of 9/11 and the terrorist groups that undertook such a task within 

each book.  The Crisis of Islam also leads to War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, 

Counterterrorism, and Linkage Politics in the Middle East because they each hold some 

information about the Middle Eastern perspective at the time of 9/11, and during the current 

conflict with the United States.

Summary:


Counterterrorism, a piece of work by authors Steven and Guanaratna, is a book that 

focuses not only on the acts of terrorism themselves, but also on those actions taken by 

governments to counter such events and attempt to avoid similar future threats.  Within the 

book, Steven and Guanaratna explore the motivating factors behind terrorist attacks, the planning 

and implementation of such attacks, and the aftermath in regard to counterterrorism ploicy and 

procedure for the nation that was victimized.  Counterterrorism specifically centers on the 

security measures put into effect by the United States' government since the terrorist attacks on 

9/11.  After 9/11, the United States had implemented numerous counterterrorist policies and 

actions, such as the incasion of Iraq and the Patriot Act.  The United States invoked such policies 

and agencies as a means to safeguard and prevent future threats of attack upon their homeland, 

yet in doing so the government opened the way for a slew of new Islamic political parties and 

terrorist groups in the Middle East (xiii).  Counterterrorism serves as a useful reference tool, as 

most of the information is divided into subheadings such as terrorist groups, counterterrorist 

agencies, governmental policies enacted after terrorist acts (incuding 9/11), and so on.

Evaluation:


Counterterrorism is a methodically written work that serves as a useful reference guide to 

all the aspects of terrorism in society: the acts themselves, the extremist groups that plot and 

enact such terrorist events, and the policies, procedures, and agencies created to defend the 

United States against future acts of terrorism.  Although somewhat dry reading at times, this 

book makes counterterrorism information easily accessible to the novice reader through various 

topic headings and indexes.  Overall, though Counterterrorism reads much like a handbook of 

governmental policy, agencies, and procedures, it serves as a worthwhile tool to learn more 

information about the who, what, when, where, why and how of terrorist acts, along with 

implemented actions in an attempt to avoid such acts in the future.

Importance to Research:


Counterterrorism focuses very little on the public opinions and attitudes of the United 

States population during and after 9/11, leaving the work to offer no real assistance to the 

research.  Some help is offered however, through the aspect of the reasoning and motivations 

behind the 9/11 attacks in comparison to the United States public's perceptions of the causes of 

9/11.  There is also a smal amount of input in reference to legislation regarding 9/11, which may 

reveal where a majority of support falls concerning terrorist threats and attacks.  Yes.  How did you end up w/ references that are only marginally useful?  
Link to Other Sources:

Counterterrorism is linked to other sources such as The Crisis of Islam, War, Media, and 

Propaganda: A Global Perspective, and Against All Enemies, with all of the works having ample 

information concerning the 9/11 attacks on the United States.  Counterterrorism relates to The 

Crisis of Islam, War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perpective, and Linkage Politics in the 

Middle East due to all containing facts about Middle East perceptions regarding the 9/11 attacks 

on the United States.  Counterterrorism can also be linked to The Crisis of Islam, War, Media 

and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, and Against All Enemies with each offering research 

information on the United States public's perceptions of 9/11 and terrorist attacks, also writing of 

the terrorist groups responsible for such events.
Summary:

Clarke's Against All Enemies is a well- rounded book which reports on the chain of 

events leading up to, surrounding, and following the 9/11 attacks on the United States.  The 

author, a former politician themself, writes thoroughly regarding the motivating factors which led 

up to the terrorist attacks on the United States on 9/11, and just as comprehensively writes of the 

governmental and administrative implications immediately afterwards and over time.

Evaluation:

Clarke's book Against All Enemies offers an introspective and poignant insight into the 

events leading up to, during, and after the 9/11 attacks on the United States.  This work is an 

interesting and easy to follow piece, offering comprehensive information about the events 

surrounding 9/11 and the United States government's reaction to the attacks.  Against All 

Enemies also offers a rare view into the mind of a politician dealing with policies and procedures 

in the 9/11 aftermath, yet in doing so the reader cannot help but wonder if the author's writing 

was at all influenced by political party or bias.  Did you see bias?  
Importance to Research:

Against All Enemies is a work entirely concerning those events before, during, and after 

the 9/11 attacks on the United States.  In so, the book offers many insights into the actual 

planning that went into the attacks, as well as the attacks themselves, along with political policies 

and agendas afterwards.  Although the political attitudes and counteractions to terrorism may 

offer some assistance to the research, there must also be some information of public opinion and 

perception in the United States included.  Within Against All Enemies there is not a vast amount 

of input about the United States public's attitudes following the 9/11 attacks, but what little 

information that is offered is ample enough to make this book of some use to the research.

Link to Other Sources:

Against All Enemies is related to Counterterrorism, The Crisis of Islam, and War, Media, 

and Propaganda: A Global Perspective because all of the works include detailed information 

regarding the 9/11 attacks on the United States and also facts about the terrorist groups involved. 

Against All Enemies can also be linked to Counterterrorism, The Crisis of Islam, and War, 

Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perspective due to the information offered concerning the 

Middle Eastern perspectives.  Against All Enemies is also related to Counterterrorism, Linkage 

Politicas in the Middle East, and War, Media, and Propaganda: A Global Perpective because all 

offer some input on the United States views on terror attacks such as 9/11.
Summary:

Berger's The Limits of Social Cohesion is a book written to explore the complex structure 

of cultural and societal unity within a population.  Berger elaborates on the historical, 

institutional, political, public, and conflict perspectives regarding American culture within the 

United States.  This work focuses solely on the cultural aspects and conflicts of a nation, each on 

an individual basis.  

Evaluation:


The Limits of Social Cohesion is an interesting and well written book through its' 

exploration of societal structure from many different nations' outlook.  Thus, very little 

information is offered about the culture of the United States and its' social cohesion, even though 

the United States is the first nation to be addressed within the work.  Overall, Berger's writing is 

good, there is just not nearly enough information offered to the reader on the subject matter.

Importance to Research:


Although Berger's The Limits of Social Cohesion is an interesting read, the book offers 

too little information, and no input regarding the 9/11 attacks on the United States, nor any 

information concerning the United States public's attitudes or perceptions following the attacks 

on 9/11.  Overall, The Limits of Social Cohesion offers no research value to the researcher's 

work.

Link to Other Sources:

The Limits of Social Cohesion can be linked to just one common subject with a few other 

sources from this review.  The Limits of Social Cohesion relates to Counterterrorism, The Crisis 

of Islam, War, Media and Propaganda: A Global Perspective, and Linkage Politics in the Middle 

East due to the information that each of the works offers on the subject of the Middle Eastern 

perspectives regarding terrorist acts, including the 9/11 attacks on the United States.
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