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Thesis Statement  

 

The acceleration in criminal activity following the end of the Communist Party's rule of 

Russia was due in large part to the inextricable, yet unique link between the abdication of 

socialism, corrupt bureaucracy, the introduction of a market-economy, and an ever-expanding 

goal-means gap for the average citizen that began to emphatically develop after the end of Soviet 

hegemony. The subject of this research will be an examination of post-Soviet accelerated 

privatization coupled with the aforementioned externalities and their relationship to the 

amplification of crime in Russia by the use of a socio historical analysis, a strain theory analysis, 

and statistical analysis. The research will conclude with an analysis of what is expected in the 

future for the Russian Federation with respect to criminality, and a series of suggestions for 

addressing this problem. Excellent thesis! 

 

Introduction & Summation 

 

The justification for performing this research is to determine if accelerated privatization 

and the introduction of a quasi-free market economic system aided in the subsequent increase in 

crime in post-Soviet Russia. A comparatively simple assumption is to label the increase in crime 

as a simple byproduct of lifted sanctions and fiscal hedonism taking its toll. But, to examine the 

causes further will lead to a more substantive, thoughtful justification of this particularly austere 

occurrence.  
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The initial phases of the research will include a socio-historical analysis that begins with 

the initial phases of the Soviet Union in 1922 and continues to the present administration. This 

analysis will serve to determine what economic, socio-political, and cultural factors were 

evolving during the process of transitioning to a market economy. These factors will be 

examined closely while also giving particular attention to the manner in which the new 

government of the Russian Federation chose to implement its brand of capitalism. The notion 

that the accelerated increase in crime is a derivative of Russia‟s over-night economic transition to 

a market economy controlled to some degree by the state is certainly a viable suggestion, but 

certain social factors must be examined as well. These social factors include, but are not limited 

to social strain, the immediate evolution of a wealthy class, the previous indoctrination of 

militarism amongst the citizenry, the ubiquity of a goal-means gap, and the desire to seek fiscal 

validation in a new, “free-market” nation. Upon completion of a socio-historical analysis, an 

adequate foundation will be set up to further the subsequent application of sociological analyses. 

The following sociological analyses will be a statistical analysis and a strain theory analysis with 

meticulous attention allotted to the goals-means gap. < This is a very good discussion.  You have 

done a good job making the reader aware of the factors you will consider.   

Subsequent Analysis  

A strain theory analysis with particular attention given to the ubiquity of goal-means gaps 

would provide Why „would provide‟?  You should say that you are doing that or you are going to 

address it below.  a substantive explanation for the rise in overall criminality because it would 

allow for an examination of the environment of the Russian SSR with regards to the propensity 

for one to engage in upward social mobility by legitimate means. During the reign of the 
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Communist Party in the Soviet Russia, austere, social order was produced by strict economic and 

personal sanctions which limited individual liberties and the potential for upward social mobility 

extensively. After the fall in 1991 those procedures the Communist Party employed were 

effectively obsolete. The goal of living an economically sufficient life was immediately met with 

the means to do so; however the typical soviet citizen was probably not endowed with the 

educational or fiscal means to attain this newly accessible social mobility. The regulating 

procedures in the newly founded Russian Federation were seemingly non-existent, particularly in 

regards to the new governing body‟s ability to indoctrinate the citizenry with a system of learned 

empathy and social justice, thus the restricted means of the Communist Party were effectively 

absent leading to an increasingly fertile environment for crime syndicates to flourish. The 

following section of research will provide a quantitative substantiation to the aforementioned 

theory by use of a statistical analysis. 

The statistical analysis is a particularly applicable sociological method of examining the 

potential relationship between privatization and the rise in crime. The insight from an application 

of past and present statistical data will provide an empirical exploration of the events that 

resulted in exploitation of lower class citizens by those in a higher seat of power. These statistics 

would dictate that the strict economic oppression that lasted from 1922 until 1991 created a sense 

of inadequacy and unfulfilled self-determination. However, the initial phases of Soviet 

implementation lead to a tangible boost in self-confidence, yet this dissipated emphatically 

during the reign of Joseph Stalin. Upon completion of the statistical analysis which should serve 

to add a degree quantitative certainty to the thesis, a brief section detailing predictions for the 

future and a series of recommendations regarding social and economic policies for the former 

Soviet state will follow.  
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The future of the Russian Federation in regards to crime will be only as vicious and 

vibrant as the government allows it to be. However, this author feels that given the increasingly 

militaristic nature of the Russian Federation and the social restraints that generally follow suit, 

these crime syndicates will only continue. The former president Vladimir Putin and the successor 

Dmitry Medvedev along with popular support and the United Russia party have almost complete 

and unrestricted control of the nation. The media is increasingly becoming state-run, thus the 

citizens are losing objectivity in their news sources. This is often the first step to the institution of 

an oppressive government with oppressive economic and social policies. A series of 

recommendations can be made to the Russian government to avoid the likelihood of this 

occurring to the extent it did in the early to mid 1990‟s. These recommendations include 

liberalizing the media to reflect the wants and needs of the citizens, a progressive taxation rate 

paralleling the tax rates of the United States in the early 20
th
 century to aide in the creation of a 

middle class while enticing foreign investment to increase the amount of legitimate jobs, the 

criminal justice system must be stern yet focused on rehabilitation, and a policy of undermining 

the source of gang fiscal liquidity by legalizing prostitution and drug use. The act of legalizing 

these central sources of gang funding will serve to undermine their base, thus de-legitimizing 

their existence.  

All of these analyses will serve to create a substantive and thoughtful examination of the 

potential relationship between the implementation of a privatized economy and the subsequent 

rise in criminal behavior in post-Soviet Russia. Excellent introduction.  I know exactly what you 

are going to be doing below.   

Literature Review 
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1) Fickenauer and Voronin “The Threat of Russian Crime” 2001  

SUMMARY: The United States Department of Justice‟s National Institute of Justice has 

published a particularly applicable article entitled, “The Threat of Russian Crime” by James O. 

Fickenauer and Yuri A. Voronin. This article was published in June of 2001, a high point in 

Russian crime. “The Threat of Russian Crime” essentially offers a brief history of the socio-

political nature of the Soviet Union , the structure of the economy, the demeanor of its leaders, 

and the propensity of corruption within the state-economic system. The article goes on to discuss 

the militaristic deportment of the Soviet state and the romanticization of the culture of crime and 

unabashed pride. The article continues to discuss the potential for corruption within the confines 

of the state-controlled economy. For seven decades the government had the ability to dictate 

production, consumption, distribution, and allotment of nearly all goods. This unchecked ability 

to control nearly all means of production coupled with a highly militaristic society, and overtly 

corrupt legislators both during and after the reign of the USSR made Russian crime all too easy. 

After an explanation of the states role in indoctrinating the citizenry inadvertently to behave in 

an economically hedonistic manner once the constraints of state capitalism were relinquished, 

the authors begin to focus on the singularity of Russian crime. The primary area of focus is the 

ethnic composition of most crime syndicates in Russia and how unimportant ethnicity seems to 

be. The authors make the note that with nearly all other crime groups (Sicilian Mafia, Italian 

Mafia, Mexican Mafia) ethnicity is a central factor. However with the case of the Russian‟s, 

economic incentives play the lead role. After an examination of the importance or lack thereof of 

ethnicity within the structure of the Russian Crime system, the authors regress to the initial 

argument put forth about the implications and propensity for a state-economy to result in 

corruption.  
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EVALUATION: The content of “The Threat of Russian Crime” by Fickenauer and Voronin has 

proven to be an objective, thoughtful, and eloquent description of Russian crime. The article 

makes a plethora of valid points and potential causes of the fall and subsequent rise of crime in 

Russia . The authors manage to avoid partisan lines quite well in their explanations of possible 

justifications for the rise by providing explanations from laissez-faire and a leftist perspective. 

This strength of the article certainly lies in its objectivity and meticulousness.  

LINKAGE TO OTHER SOURCES: This source links to the other two sources I will be 

examining in this literature review in two, separate manners. This source contrasts on some ends 

and aligns on other ends with “Mafia Capitalism or Red Legacy in Russia ” by Aaron Lukas and 

Gary Dempsey. This article was published by the libertarian think-tank The Cato Institute. The 

currently examined article also related to “The Red Mafia: A Legacy of Communism” by 

Annelise Anderson in that they both provide a comparatively objective analysis of the fall and 

rise of organize crime in post-Soviet Russia.  

IMPORTANCE: This source is important because it provides a wealth of background 

knowledge while providing an analysis of the implications of accelerated privatization in a 

previously state-controlled economy.  

2) Aaron Lukas and Gary Dempsey “Mafia Capitalism or Red Legacy in Russia ?” 2000  

   

SUMMARY: The Cato Institute, a Libertarian think-tank published an article in 2000 by Aaron 

Lukas and Gary Dempsey entitled “Mafia Capitalism or Red Legacy in Russia .” The content of 

this article focuses primarily on the fiscal malfeasance of the Soviet economic system by corrupt 

bureaucrats and the subsequent rise in crime related to their dubious legislation. The article 
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begins as a very brief history of the Soviet economic system, but very quickly transitions into an 

analysis of the popular misconceptions around the new Russian Federation‟s brand of capitalism. 

The article provides a strong chronicle of the Russian transition to a market economy while 

simultaneously pointing out that the particular brand of “capitalism” the Russian Federation 

attempted to practice was replete with the remnants of extensive corruption that lived beyond the 

conclusion of the Soviet state. Lukas and Dempsey also strive to dispel the notion that many 

academics put forth that this was simply an early form of capitalism or a “characteristic of a 

period of profound change and upheaval, in which the Russian state is in a primitive form capital 

accumulation.” (Schmmell) Furthermore, Lukas and Dempsey continue to explore the inherent 

corruption and propensity for dishonest conduct in the state economy of the Soviet Union. After 

establishing an economic foundation, the authors move into an explanation of the criminal 

activity. The authors make the claim that the previously determined susceptibility for corruption 

lead to bureaucrats increasing ties with crime groups for economically advantageous exploits.  

EVALUATION: The article “Mafia Capitalism or Red Legacy” by Aaron Lukas and Gary 

Dempsey functions well as a classic liberal, free-market explanation of the increase in Russian 

crime. The authors made excellent points about the previously restricted nature of the Soviet 

system and the accessibility bureaucrats had to crime bosses. The article also performs quite well 

in defending the conception that economic liberalism was not the motivation for criminal 

behavior, it merely allowed existing corruption indoctrinated by seven decades of state-socialism 

to flourish. The authors make the claim that the most conclusive, all encompassing legitimization 

of the rise in criminality during the post-Soviet years was a culture of crime the was bred into the 

Soviet psyche during the years of economic repression which was allowed to flourish 

unabashedly after the fall because of little to no regulation on economic ventures.  
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LINKAGE TO OTHER SOURCES: This article relates quite well in some regards to other 

articles but not others. The article relates in a broad, historical sense to the other articles being 

examined in that they all provide an economic analysis of the implications of post-Soviet crime. 

The sources begin to diverge from one another when the question of objectivity is involved. 

Given that the previous article was published by the Cato Institute, a comparatively overt bias 

exists with regards to placing blame on the Soviet socialist infrastructure.  

IMPORTANCE: The reference is noteworthy because it manages to construct an eloquent, 

substantive argument for a classic liberal economic system in Russia while placing substantial 

culpability for the crime wave on state-socialism. The article also provides an explanation of the 

societal implications and restrictions mandated by the Soviet government in relation severe 

economic restrains and a harshly diminished level of self determination.  

Annelise Anderson “The Red Mafia: A Legacy of Communism (1995)  

 

SUMMARY: “The Red Mafia: A Legacy of Communism” by Annelise Anderson starts as many 

articles do, as a history. The beginning phases focus on the very nature of mafia and criminal 

activity. This is quickly followed by series of justifications as to why mafias develop. Anderson 

finishes the history and development phases rather quickly, and then begins to discuss the nature 

of corruption and the propensity for illicit behavior in a state-economy. The article continues to 

discuss the particularly fiscally advantageous reign of Leonid Brezhnev and the overt corruption 

that occurred regularly under his tenure as chairman of the Communist Party. Anderson 

continues to discuss the nature of illegal markets and restrictive legislation during the Soviet 

period. The author makes the point that deeming a desired substance “illicit,” particularly if a 
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market incentive is available, will intrinsically generate a supplier of the respective illicit 

material. This supplier would of course be forced to operate illegally. Following a brief 

description of why restrictive legislation creates a susceptible environment for crime, Anderson 

begins to address issues pertaining to the socio-political arena in post-Soviet Russia. The author 

pays particular attention to the illegitimate protection agencies that existed and to some degree 

still exist in Russia. The government‟s inability to control what would be deemed anarchy also 

produced a climate that would prove conducive to the formation of crime syndicates.  

EVALUATION: “ The Red Mafia: A Legacy of Communism” by Annelise Anderson is a 

substantive, introspective, and well-articulated article. Anderson provides a sound historical 

analysis of the Soviet precursors to crime, which in followed by an explanation of the ease of 

corruption on the Soviet system. Anderson‟s article will operate quite will as another source of 

objectivity within the context of my research.  

LINKAGE TO OTHER SOURCES: Anderson‟s article will link to the other sources in two 

key ways and contrast in another equally significant manner. It will link in that it will provide 

another historical analysis to legitimize my argument, and it will provide another substantive 

account of the Soviet state-economic system. The article will serve to provide a degree of 

differentiation to the article commissioned by the Cato Institute in that it will provide another 

source of objective material.  

IMPORTANCE: This article is significant and of comparable applicability to my research 

because it provides a vital history of the socio-political climate during the Soviet Union with 

regards to its propensity to foster crime. Anderson‟s article also serves as another stabilizer to 

offset the subjectivity “Market Capitalism or Red Legacy.” The article also speaks at length 
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about the organizational fiasco that was the Soviet Union‟s law enforcement system. Anderson 

also exposes the inherent contradictions in the pseudo-altruistic nature of totalitarian communism 

that led to an exceptionally fertile environment for the evolution of crime syndicates. Very 

informative Lit Review.  I have nothing to add from last term.   

Methods 

The research regarding bureaucratic despotism and accelerated privatization‟s 

relationship to criminal activity in Russia is necessary to determine if the rapid implementation 

of a quasi-market economy prompted the instances of criminal activity, or if criminal activity is 

merely a deep-seated relic left from the reign of the Soviet Union. The analyses employed to 

research this topic are socio-historical analysis, strain theory analysis, and statistical analysis. 

The socio-historical analysis will serve to construct a background of the socio and economic 

circumstances of the time. The following strain-theory analysis will allow for insight into the 

social conditions that often precede criminal activity. The notion of strain and uncertainty being 

the building blocks of engagement in illicit behavior is emphasized in this analysis. The Russian 

Federation‟s economic view dictated that once relied upon social institutions be cut back instilled 

a great deal of uncertainty into the masses, thus further increasing the societal propensity to 

engage in negligent social behavior. However, the aforementioned approximations about strain 

and uncertainty‟s effect on social circumstances are effectively void of worth without? 

quantitative substantiation. The statistical analysis serves to add a degree of objectivity to the 

posited claims of strain theory. By employing this type of analysis we can look at the evolution 

of various illicit behaviors and attach numeric significance to them. Excellent blending of / 

explanation of the use of theoretical & statistical analyses.  The engaged analyses are further 
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supplemented with an independent social engagement assessment, which is quantified using a 

Pearson correlation. The primary observation instrument for this research is a survey. The survey 

was compromised of a series of questions ranging from most abstract inquiries of age, ethnicity, 

religion, etc., to more pertinent demographics regarding the amount of time each subject lived in 

the Soviet Union and the Russian Federation respectively. Upon completion of the demographic 

section, questions followed ranging from a series of economic matters, to general safety, to 

witnessed corruption, and police performance. The questions were also supplement with a 

section in which the participant taking the survey must plot their point on a line. The questions 

are gauged using a Likert scale with the follow values: 1(Strongly Disagree), 2(Disagree), 

3(Neutral/No Opinion), 4(Agree), and 5(Strongly Agree). The section in which the participants 

were prompted to plot their point on a line was placed into the survey to challenge their answers, 

and to eliminate the likelihood of circling answers without proper consideration of the material. 

The first series of questions is set so that every answer of 5 is negative towards the performance 

of the Russian Federation and positive regarding the performance of the Soviet Union. The 

second series of questions is structured so that every answer of 5 is negative towards the 

performance of the Soviet Union and positive regarding the performance of the Russian 

Federation. This method is employed so that when the quantification of data is required, a simple 

tally of scores can be added from the first section, and subsequently the second and third 

sections. Upon attaining the “scores” for each administration, a Pearson Correlation set at 0.05 

will be employed to find a correlation between the tallied scores, and the pertinent variables 

(corruption, police objectivity, criminal activity, economic freedom, and safety).  Good job!  You 

should have said the complete survey may be found in the appendix.   

Summary of Data/Findings from Survey 
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 The data that was collected from the surveys served as a significant tool to validate the 

thesis. The thesis made the postulation that the increase in criminal activity came from the 

diminished sense of social and economic certainty in the former socialist economy. The 

quantified data indicated that the citizenry felt more secure fiscally, physically, and socially in 

the Soviet Union. All of the inquiries that were structured to gauge how safe the citizens felt in 

their person and financial well being indicated that the Soviet socioeconomic structure provided 

a greater feeling of certainty and security. These findings correlated with the three sociological 

analyses guide the posited theory that the social and economic unrest found in the Russian 

Federation are by and large a product of the implementation of a “free” market economy and the 

new administration‟s disregard for social assistance/certainty institutions. Excellent summary.  

You provide just enough info to give the reading an understanding of what you found.   

 

Socio-Historical Analysis 

Accessing the true, unequivocal summation of criminal activity is a difficult task for 

researchers focusing on post-Soviet Russia. This is in part due to the lack of comprehensive 

studies of criminal activities in Russia. “The seemingly ubiquitous absence of valuable criminal 

data and information relating to the structure and activity of crime syndicates makes a potential 

comparison to western nations very difficult” (Library of Congress Country Studies, 1996). 

However, lengthy historical texts have indicated that extensive crime existed in Russia for many 

years before the Soviet Union existed, some records even hint to criminal activity around the 

periods of Imperial Russia, approximately middle to late 18
th
 century. “Russia is an unfortunate 

case that has a particularly receptive environment for criminal activity. These illicit actions are 
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deeply rooted in the 400-year history of Russia's peculiar administrative bureaucracy.” 

(Fickenauer & Voronin, 2001). The criminal activity that remained throughout this period and 

subsisted until the implementation of the Marxist-Leninist government in 1922 would serve as 

the ideological base for future generations of criminal activity. The aforementioned history of 

crime would serve to add a degree of legitimization in the collective psyches of those who felt as 

though they were being repressed both culturally and economically. It has also been established 

by Soviet scholars that a substantial majority of the professional Russian crime class developed 

in the Soviet prisons during the reign of Joseph Stalin. The criminals in question had the ability 

to adopt a series of methods that would assist them in adding and building an intricately 

connected criminal network. This network that was fostered and perpetuated during the gulag era 

would ultimately learn to live and function by the “thieves' law” or vory v zakone (Fickenauer & 

Voronin, 2001). The criminal education these inmates received would prove to be invaluable 

once able to exercise themselves outside the confines of a Soviet penitentiary. The economic 

environment during the Soviet Union proved itself to be particularly fruitful for criminal 

ventures. Annelise Anderson, author of “The Red Mafia” puts forth a rubric for mafias' or crime 

syndicates to develop or evolve: 1) Abdication of Power 2) Excessive Bureaucratic Power 3) 

Illegal Markets. The government of the USSR tested positive for 2/3 of this rubric; illegal 

markets and excessive bureaucratic power (Anderson, 1995). The presence of these 

environmentally favorable effects coupled with an institution tantamount to a criminal university 

provided an area with a particularly high propensity for crime groups, the ability to organize and 

begin operation. Throughout the early years of the USSR, crime was occurring but not quite to 

the degree it began to occur during the Brezhnev administration. The administration of Leonid 

Brezhnev leads to the first overt, goal-means gap. Prior to the Brezhnev administration and 
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subsequent stagnation, inequalities existed and were quite prevalent but this particular 

administration marked a true beginning to an explicit, undisguised class hierarchy. However, it is 

true that significant class exploitation existed during Stalin, but Leonid Brezhnev‟s exploitation 

was of a different caliber in that it was pronounced and overt yet not physically overpowering. 

The stagnation during Brezhnev's reign leads to the initial, pragmatic appearance of the mafia in 

the late 1960's. The top level of the criminal groups were occupied by top-ranking Communist 

Party officials, the second tier members with exploitable jobs or networks to manipulate, and the 

bottom level consisted of professional criminals to commit the practical applications that lead to 

the subsistence of the mafia social structure (Fickenauer & Voronin, 2001). The uniform 

characteristic for providing ones family with a comfortable lifestyle during this period was the 

ability to bribe, obviously some had the ability to do so and others did not. The inability to bribe 

translated into a social culture of fiscal ineptness. This would ultimately lead to the implicit 

evolution of a class structure complete with the unequal allotment of goods and services and a 

goals/means gap. Those with the ability to provide the means to sustain life would have done so 

by perpetuating the “shadow economy,” while those that could not afford the means would have 

either engaged in crime groups or independent criminal activity. Regardless of the vehicle for 

justifying their perpetuation of criminality, the social results were equally adverse.  

Strain Theory Analysis  

Following the policies of glasnost, perestroika and the subsequent fall of the Soviet 

Union's social and economic hegemony in Russia, an emphatically high degree of incertitude 

commenced. This aura of incertitude was manifest in the new market economy‟s propensity to 

relegate the citizenry to an abysmal social condition. This relegation to the margins of poverty 
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was not known in Soviet Russia to the extent was during the initial phases of the market 

economy. A popular misconception is that the goal means gap was significantly skewed during 

the period of Soviet rule. However, this is a misrepresentation of the actual social circumstances. 

The Soviet system may have lacked slightly in that it did not provide a plethora of opportunities 

to have multi-million dollar salaries, but the basic necessities existed and were easy for every 

citizen regardless of race or socioeconomic status to obtain. Unfortunately, this is more than the 

United States can say during a large portion of this period. The post-Soviet socioeconomic 

situation regarding the plight of the average citizen accurately depicts the most fundamental 

bases of exploitation corresponding with general strain theory (GST). The fundamental bases are 

failing to attain ones teleological end and meet the societal goals of a market economy, the 

removal of positively valued stimuli in that social-welfare and stability institutions were gone, 

and the presence of negatively valued stimuli regarding the incessantly increasing crime and 

social degradation rates (Brown, Esbensen, Geis, 2004). Despite the socio-economic despotism 

that was commonplace in the USSR, a degree of certainty did exist. Moreover, the degree of 

certainty that existed was present in the realm of quality education, heath care of a relatively high 

quality, and the Khrushchev erected apartment complexes which housed untold millions. The 

end of the planned economy and the introduction of the market economy within Russia lead to a 

new series of goals, yet a system of legitimate means were not present for many of the citizens. 

The abdication of the Communist Party resulted in a sense of normlessness or anomie amongst 

the citizenry in which the majority of the individuals living during this transition period had lived 

the entirety of their lives under the rule of socialism which bred the potential for a sense of either 

learned helplessness or governmental dependence to satisfy the basic needs of those unable to 

provide for themselves. Despite the fact that the term “learned-helplessness” seemingly takes a 
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pejorative overtone indicating a social or fiscal ineptness, Soviet welfare policy did function as a 

great social service by allowing those we were unable to produce the means for an adequate 

existence the ability to do so. Thus adequately legitimizing the means to achieve the cultural 

goals relative to the society in which the individuals resided. The end of Soviet social-welfare 

services were tantamount to the notion of asset stripping, in that a formerly expected social and 

fiscal staples were stripped from the collective use of each citizen (Hoff & Stiglitz, 2004). A 

market-economy, despite its exceptional ability to provide a high degree of capital in a very short 

amount of time, is an inherently self-destructive, biased economic system reliant solely on the 

exploitation of labor to bolster itself. This system advocates a notion of ambivalence to wealth 

distribution principles, and consistently proves itself to be utterly and unequivocally 

irresponsible in regards to the needs of its citizens. The lack of social compassion, which 

unfortunately translates into a lack of public works projects, would provide an explicit example 

of the social goals remaining in tact while not providing the citizenry with an adequate means to 

achieve those goals. The overtly unequal distribution of means coupled with the newly 

legitimized capitalistic goals that were accessible only to the beneficiaries of market-economic 

gain will create the gap that has an unequivocal history of leading to social deviance. The 

removal of positively valued stimuli (health care, social welfare system, police protection) and 

the introduction to negatively valued stimuli (fiscal uncertainty, lack of equitable access to health 

care and social services, anomie) was by and large a function of the effort to instill market-

capitalism. The new capital-accumulation culture dictated its own unique set of cultural norms 

and goals while neglecting an avenue for average citizen participatory practices (Agnew, 2006). 

However, this is not to say that the implementation of a market-economy could have induced that 
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high degree of criminality and social strain without substantial assistance from the corrupt 

bureaucracy of the Soviet state.  

The implemented market-economy following the fall of the USSR in 1991 was 

subsequently followed by an intense spike in criminal activity. A variety of justifications were 

offered as to why this happened, but ultimately the attempted explanations translate whether it be 

explicitly or implicitly into how social strain develops and reacts to these varying conditions. It is 

all too simple to rely on a one dimensional explanation for the increase in criminal activity by 

examining only the market-economy and its subsequent social conditions. But to employ this 

brand of analysis without placing an equitable amount of blame on the Soviet bureaucrats is a 

blatant mischaracterization of the occurrences preceding the fall of communism. A series of 

widely documented histories have dictated that the goal/means gap was first exploited and 

expounded upon by the members of the upper echelons of the Communist Party. These gaps 

were increasingly evident in the basic purchases of staple foods and other necessities. Given the 

limited availability of various “in-demand” items, the store clerks would often hold these highly-

sought after items for those government officials with the ability to offer the highest bribe. 

Despite the economic liberalization that took place under the Gorbachev era of the late 1980's 

and early 1990's, the crime organizations still maintained to remain largely entrenched into the 

governmental structure thus exasperating the goal/means gap by limiting the ability of 

individuals to purchase the means to survive. “Internal records have also indicated that Soviet 

leaders had a great deal of influence, and sometimes a supervisory role in organized criminal 

activity” (Lukas and Dempsey, 2000). This particularly austere occurrence of the state essentially 

legitimizing the activities of various criminal groups serves to remove the existence of positively 

valued stimuli (economic fairness, ability to purchase necessities, social safety) and increase the 
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likelihood of encountering negatively stimuli (victimization, inability to produce sufficient 

capital, inability to acquire necessary means). The invasiveness and expansive scope of 

governmental control over the lives of the citizens within post-Soviet and Soviet Russia, whether 

it be through the implementation of a market-economy or bureaucratic despotism, has served 

quite substantially to maximize the goals/means gap for the average Russian citizen. Thus, the 

goal means gap has been propagated by a series of social and fiscal circumstances during the 

Soviet state and Russian Federation‟s respective administrations. Following will be a statistical 

analysis to eliminate subjectivity within the research thus forcing a higher degree of empirical 

objectivity.   

Statistical Analysis 

The application of the aforementioned analyses would be utterly useless without a quantitative 

substantiation. The most efficient method of seeking absolute objectivity in research is to 

validate and support the respective analyses with statistical reinforcement. With regards to the 

research at hand, simply reviewing the crime statistics before and after the implementation of the 

market-economic system, the transitional period between the two, and criminality statistics 

during Soviet rule should provide a legitimate base for judging the socio-criminal disparity 

between the systems. However, it should be acknowledged that some degree of skepticism exists 

with regards to criminality statistics during the Soviet Union. Good job at qualifying the data.  It 

is always best to note these problems.  But despite the degree of skepticism and potential for bias 

which exists with all social studies, these figures still provide a legitimate base for judging each 

administration‟s criminal statistics.  A list of registered crime in Russia from 1985-1995 has 

provided an objective glimpse of criminal acceleration immediately preceding and directly after 

the fall of communist Russia. The criminal index was labeled at 100 for the year in which the 
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study was initiated in 1985. The following year had an index score of 94.7, and the year after that 

had an index score of 83.5. We begin to see an immediate upheaval in the criminal index score 

during 1989, just two years after Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of Perestroika. The crime index 

from 1988-1989 swelled from 86.6 to 114.2. This violent tailspin continued to rise exponentially 

reaching a high in 1993 of 197.5 (Mikhailovskaya, 1994). During a mere four year period the 

violent and property crime rates nearly doubled, moreover the only significant piece of fiscal 

legislation, with exception to the dissolution agreements, that occurred during this period was the 

Perestroika doctrine advocated by the last leader of the USSR, Mikhail Gorbachev.  

Perestroika was a Soviet attempt at economic restructuring, however the claim made in 

this research is not that Perestroika directly resulted in the initial spike in criminal activity; it 

simply made it easier to exploit the less fortunate by removing the once strict fiscal legislation 

that so often accompanies centrally-planned economic systems. The radical reforms, regarding 

liberalization of the market that took place in post-Soviet Russia seemed to have a direct 

correlation with an exponential increase in criminal behavior. The study “Crime and Statistics: 

Do the Figures Reflect the Real Situations” also considers countries that experienced varying 

levels of reform with regards to their economic systems. The statistics continue to validate the 

thesis, that the acceleration in crime had a direct correlation with the aggressiveness of fiscal 

liberalization in each respective country. The two countries regarded as “radical reformers,” 

Russia and Kyrgyzstan, suffered from the most substantial increases in criminal behavior. Russia 

crime increased a remarkable 126.2% from 1988-1992, while countries labeled as “half-hearted” 

or “conservative” reformers had a scores analogous to the installed criminal trends prior to the 

end of communism. Tajikistan's crime rate increased by 89.4% during this transition period, 

however the remarkable fact about this statistic is the fact that the country was in middle of a 
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civil war (Mikhailovskaya, 1994). The aforementioned statistics provide a degree of clarity to the 

Russian criminal paradigm during the fall of communism and the transition period to economic 

liberalism. The statistics have served to validate a correlation between the dissolution of Soviet 

fiscal control, the amount of and aggressiveness of market restructuring, and exponentially 

increased criminal behavior. The rapid transition served only to exacerbate an inherently 

tumultuous economic system held in sync only by strict socio-economic regulation. The 

unfettered and seemingly wanton restructuring resulted in the manufacture of an autocratic 

system of organized crime replete with high-ranking Communist Party members and a series of 

petty criminals. The existence of new social goals and the lack of viable and necessary means, 

provided for an environment that was particularly conducive to breeding criminal activity. The 

following portion of the research will deal with expectations for the future of Russian criminal 

activity.  Good job at drawing clear conclusions from the data.   

Expectations for the Future 

Russia‟s potential development into a fiscally sound and socially responsible nation will 

largely remain contingent on three factors; how Dmitry Medvedev and subsequent 

administrations address future goal/means gaps issues, hindering the future evolution of 

bureaucratic corruption and despotism, and structuring the market to evolve into a western 

European styled social market rather than a market resembling that of Augusto Pinochet in Chile. 

However, if the nation is to attain its teleological end, it must begin to address human rights and 

free press issues.  

The reality in Russia right now however does not display a potential for achieving these 

liberalizing goals. With regards to press freedom, Russia is currently ranked 147
th
 our of 168 

nations (Reporters without Borders, 2006) and human rights are in no way indicative of relieving 
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the disparity between totalitarian human rights abuses market abuses. Russia is also taking on an 

increasingly militaristic role with its recent conflict in Georgia, and threat of conflict in Ukraine. 

These threats could become solidified if Dmitry Medvedev were to abdicate his seat atop the 

executive branch of the Kremlin and allow Vladimir Putin to take control once again. The Fair 

Russia Party has already made note of Putin being the nominee for the office of the president in 

2012 (Timoshik, 2007). Putin would fundamentally have an assured victory, thus further 

solidifying his position atop the progressively despotic regime that dictates Russian policy. This 

will lead the country into what would be tantamount to tyranny under the guise of a market 

economy, much like that of Chile under Pinochet, and unfortunately it appears to be inevitable.  

Did you try to find if there are any moderating forces?  Obviously the leadership is headed in the 

direction you indicate, but is there even any weak opposition?   

Recommendations of Social Policy 

Addressing the increasingly pervasive social and fiscal degradation within Russia is a 

daunting yet promising task. The nation has a wealth of resources at its disposal; an abundance 

of oil fields, virtually any type of terrain fathomable, an immense work force, and a comparably 

developed infrastructure. However, the problem lies within Russia‟s overnight privatization, the 

subsequent shock from these reforms, and a blind reliance on free-market, capitalist ideology. It 

would be most advantageous for Russia to model its societal and economic structure after the 

social-market economies of northern and western Europe. The systems in question have a 

progressive income taxation system to decrease socio-economic inequalities, a highly developed 

social welfare system to assist the less fortunate members of society, an economy driven towards 

social cohesion and well being rather than profit maximization, extremely developed health care 

and post-secondary educational systems to insure that every citizen has equal access to the 



Sample Student       24 
 

fundamental bases of potential social mobility, and an increasing market for green labor. Russia 

would also be served quite a lot by liberalizing its social policy by both loosening restrictions of 

free-speech and assembly, as well as circumventing the black market by legalizing “black 

market” items. Yes, circumventing the black mkt would be good, but your job here is to explain 

how.  The gangs and organized crime syndicates that have flooded Russia have managed to keep 

themselves funded by drugs, prostitution, and protection fees primarily. The legalization of the 

first two of the aforementioned bases of gang funding would substantially decrease the base of 

fiscal liquidity for the crime syndicates, thus decreasing crime levels across the board. The 

decreased in criminal activity coupled with a diminished goal/means gap would lead to a more 

socially and fiscally responsible society.  At the current juncture in history, its looks as though 

Russia is going towards these recommendations, but only passively. The abovementioned single-

payer health care system is merely a Soviet relic, despite its effectiveness. The Russian taxation 

system is not progressive, nor has the government sought to delegitimize gang activity by 

legalizing drug use or prostitution. However, the current economic status may force to 

government to augment their social and economic policies to a much more responsible level. A 

heightened level of responsibility could certainly be attained in decriminalizing drug use in that it 

would significantly decrease the amount of money used on drug raids and the imprisonment of 

users. It would be helpful to have more concrete recommendations.  How about a policy to 

eliminate the black mkt by providing sufficient production in the “normal” priavate sector 

through tax incentives, & other typical govt policies to foster econ growth in a particular area?   
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Summary & Conclusion 

  The rapid increase in criminal activity in Russia following the philosophic end of State-

Capitalism sponsored by the Communist Vanguard party and the subsequent dissolution of the 

U.S.S.R. was primarily the byproduct of the abdication of a socialist ideology, corrupt 

bureaucratic practices, the introduction of a market economy, and the development of a goal-

means gap in response to unavailable social institutions. The strain analysis demonstrated this by 

expounding upon the ideological goals consistent with a market-economy and the unavailability 

of organic, licit means to attain the aforementioned societal objectives. The strain analysis was 

quantitatively supplemented with a series of statistics demonstrating the crime trends contingent 

with the amounts of economic liberalization in several former U.S.S.R. nations. The statist ics 

dictated that radical levels of market reform, similar to those in Russia, had a positive correlation 

to exponential amplifications in criminal activity. Aside from the potential economic hedonism 

that can take place within the confines of a new market economy; the criminal behavior patterns 

share a strong correspondence with diminished amounts of availability regarding social-welfare 

institutions like hospitals and subsidies for the less fortunate. The inaccessibility of these sources 

of social-aide, a direct result of the market economy, has consistently correlated to exponential 

increases in illicit behavior, social instability, and environments conducive to organic criminal 

growth. The future existence of the aforementioned goal means gap, and socioeconomic 

degradation could be circumvented by employing the solutions listed above; That is, a 

progressive income tax, the decriminalization of illicit drug use/sales, and the implementation of 

a social market economy paralleling those of Scandinavia.  Very well done all the way around.  
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You did not include your Sample Consent Form nor the HIC forms.  I have no comments other 

than those made above.  You write well.  Excellent research.  Strong analysis.  Congratulations! 
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Appendices 

Survey Begins Below 

This survey should have an introductory statement.   

1. How long did you live in the Soviet Union______________________, and how many years in the 

Russian Federation________________________________?   

2 My current age is___________________. 

3. My gender is______________________.  

4.  My current economic status or earned annual income is__________________.  

5. My race or ethnic group is (ex. Caucasian, Tatar, etc.) is__________________.  

6. My religious affiliation is_________________________________.  

 

This following portion of the survey will be a Likert Scale with the following values having the 

meanings of: 

1-----Strongly Disagree 

2-----------------Disagree 

3--Neutral/No Opinion 

4---------------------Agree 

 

5--------Strongly Agree 
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Choose the number that you feel most accurately identifies your feelings and experiences with the 

governments of the U.S.S.R. and the Russian Federation.  

 

 

7. Police corruption is more prevalent in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5    

8. I have noticed a greater presence of organized criminal activity in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

9. I feel that the judicial system in the Russian Federation is unfair. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

10. I have personally experienced police corruption by the officers of the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

11. Someone that I know has personally experienced police corruption by the officers of the Russian 

Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

12. Crime was controlled much more efficiently in the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

13. Earning a comfortable standard of living is more difficult in the Russian Federation as opposed to the 

U.S.S.R. 
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 1    2    3    4    5  

14. I feel more pressure to make money in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

15. I felt less pressure placed on making money or “high-status” jobs in the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

16. I felt that crimes were prosecuted fairly in the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

17. I felt that the judicial system in the U.S.S.R. was fair and impartial. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

18. I feel that more opportunities exist to participate in criminal activity in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

19. Crime is not controlled efficiently in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

 

 

On questions 20-25, simply plot your position on the line given. 

The left extreme will represent “U.S.S.R.” and the right extreme will represent “Russian Federation.” 

The 0 in the middle will represent “Neutral or No Change.” 
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(Example)  - 

U.S.S.R.----1--------2---------3---------4-------5--Russia 

 

20. I felt crime was controlled better in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia  

21. The judicial system was more fair and impartial in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia 

22. I felt more pressure to make money in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia 

23. I have noticed more criminal activity in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia 

24. I notice more law enforcement personnel in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia 

25. Earning a comfortable amount of money to live on was/is easier in… 

 U.S.S.R. 1-------------2--------------------3------------------4-------------5 Russia 

Questions 26-30 will be answered in same manner as 7-19. 

1-----Strongly Disagree 
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2-----------------Disagree 

3-----Neutral/No Opinion 

4--------------------Agree 

5-------Strongly Agree 

26. I felt that criminal activity occurred more frequently in the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

27. The police in the U.S.S.R. were more corrupt than the police in the Russian Federation. 

 1    2    3    4    5 

28. I feel that Communism(Soviet Economic Policy) hurt the Russian People. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

29. I feel that criminal activity was easier to participate in during the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5  

30. I felt more pressure to earn a large sum of money annually in the U.S.S.R. 

 1    2    3    4    5 
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