THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA’S COLLEGE AT WISE

HUMAN INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE PROTOCOL FORMAT  

Principle Researcher:   YOUR NAME

Faculty Advisor:  Patrick Withen;  Phone:  376-4526;  Email:  pwithen@virginia.edu

Title:  NAME OF YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT

A.  DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH

1. Synopsis of the Study

Rationale for the Proposed Study:  

Literature Review:

Thesis:

Hypotheses / Research Questions:  

2.  Participants

Description of the Participants:  

Sample Size:  Because of constraints of the course for which this research is being conducted and because of constraints of time and money, approximately 50 surveys will be completed.  

Selection of Participants:  A research sight is chosen based on an analysis demonstrating that many potential participants will be present. Any persons from the research site will suffice as Participants.  

Criteria for Inclusion:  No medical criteria will be used for Participant inclusion; only social criteria will be used for subject inclusion.

Criteria for Exclusion:  No medical criteria will be used for Participant exclusion; only social criteria will be used for subject exclusion.

B.  SURVEY RESEARCH DESIGN 

Control Groups:  No control groups will be used. No single-blind, double-blind, or other types of methodologies will be used.

Participant Selection:  Subject selection is not randomized because requirements of the research project, including time and money do not permit it.

Statistical Analyses:  Descriptive statistics will be conducted on the demographic data collected.  Correlational techniques, such as Chi-Squared procedures, will be utilized.

Data Collection Procedures:  Participants will be approached and asked if they might be interested in participating in a voluntary and anonymous survey.  If the Participant indicates an interest in participating, then a copy of the Consent Form will be given and read to the Participant.  See the Consent Form in Appendix A.  The Participant will be asked if she / he has any questions.  If the Participant indicates a willingness to participate, the Researcher will sign and date the Consent Form and have the Participant sign and date the Consent Form.  Then the Consent Form will be put in a manila envelop with all the other Consent Forms.  No Consent Forms will be removed from the manila envelop, unless a Participant later has a problem.  Assuming smooth operation of the surveying method, the Consent Forms will be shredded one year after the Final Report is submitted to the HIC.

Before the survey is given to the participant, an Introductory Statement will be given and read to the Participant which gives an overview of the research and provides a brief direction on how to take the survey.  See the Introductory Statement in Appendix B.  As the survey is given to the Participant, it will again be emphasized that the Participant may withdraw at any time with no penalty.  When the Participant completes the survey, it will be placed in a manila envelop with other surveys. In order to maintain confidentiality, no surveys will be taken from the envelop for examination until at least ten have been entered.  The survey is included in Appendix C.

Site of the Data Collection:  A Letter of Permission from XXX is included in Appendix D.  

Total Time Required with Participants:  It is generously estimated that with a Survey Time of 10 minutes, and Introduction Time of less than 5 minutes, and post-survey Closing Time of less than 5 minutes, that the total time required with Participants is less than XX MINUTES.

2.  Informed Consent

The Participants will be given Consent Form to be read and signed, if they agree to participate.  The Consent Form will be collected by the researcher then put in a manila envelope.  See the section on Data Collection procedures for more detail on this procedure.  See the Consent Form in Appendix A.  The utilization of a signed consent form is standard practice for a research oriented survey.

D.  RISKS

Potential Risks to Participants:  The risks to the Participants from taking a survey of this type are estimated to be zero to minimal.  Participants will be protected by informing them of these risks in the Introductory Statement which will be read to Participants and by emphasizing that they may withdraw from taking the survey at any time.

Adverse Effects:  Adverse effects will be dealt with by allowing the Participant to withdraw at any time and informing them that they make seek counseling.

Drug Treatment:  No drug treatment is associated with the survey.

Control Group Risk:  No Control Group is used.

Informing the Participants:  No secrets are kept from the Participants.  All questions before, during and after the survey will be answered.

E.  BENEFITS

Potential Benefits to the Participants:  There are only subjective benefits available to the Participants.  Participants will feel rewarded for participating in a research project that will help a student learn research procedures, learn about the topic under examination, and graduate from college.  Participants will also feel rewarded by the understanding that they are assisting in the creation of knowledge which will benefit the general field of study of the topic.  

Risk / Benefit Analysis:  Given that the risk of the study is zero to minimal, and that there are known benefits, one may conclude that the risk / benefit ratio is such that the research has a positive net value.  

F.  COST

There are no costs to the Participants associated with taking the survey.

G.  PAYMENT

There will be no payments made to the Participants taking the survey.

H.  CONFIDENTIALITY

Anonymity:  Participants anonymity will be protected by the Data Collection Procedures described above.  

Confidentiality:  Records will be kept confidential through the Researcher keeping all the surveys and Consent Forms in her possession.  All records will be destroyed one year after submitting the Final HIC Report.

Appendix A:  A Sample of the Consent Form

Appendix B:  A Sample of the Introductory Statement

Appendix C:  A Sample of the Survey

Appendix D:  A Sample of the Letter of Permission
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