The proposal from the Bush Administration to suspend environmental laws and eliminate the public's right to appeal Forest Service decisions should be viewed as nothing less than a transparent attempt to increase commercial logging in our national forests - which has been this administration's stated intention since day one.





While this administration claims that fuel-reduction projects are being stalled by appeals and lawsuits, the General Accounting Office (GAO) recently investigated all Forest Service fuel-reduction projects for fiscal year 2001 and found that of the 1,671 projects, not one had been litigated and only 1% of the projects had been appealed.





If the Bush Administration is serious about protect homes and communities from wildfires, they will heed the advice of the Forest Service's own experts who have found that a home's ability to survive a wildfire depends almost entirely on its location, its condition and its surroundings within 200 feet. In short, experts tell us that wildfire protection begins at home, not with more commercial logging in our national forests.





The problem with allowing loggers to cut commercially valuable trees is that science has been telling us for years that commercial logging - because it targets the large, fire resistant trees - has increased, not decreased, fire risk and severity.





Even the National Fire Plan warns the Forest Service that the agency's wildland fire policy "should not rely on commercial logging or new road building to reduce fire risks" because "The removal of large, merchantable trees from forests does not reduce fire risk and may, in fact, increase such risk." (Both quotes come from: Dept. of Agriculture and Dept. of Interior, Report to the President [September 2000]).





Another study reached the same conclusion: "Timber harvest, through its effects on forest structure, local microclimate, and fuels accumulation, has increased fire severity more than any other recent human activity." (Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project, 1996. Final Report to Congress).





Currently, virtually every single timber sale that the Forest Service is offering is couched in terms of "reducing fuels" or "restoring forest health." However, what we are finding on the ground is that these projects are nothing more than the same old commercial logging projects that focus on cutting down the larger trees.





For example, in April 2002 a report by the John Muir Project of California ["Getting Burned by Logging" (530) 273-9290 for more info) revealed that:





 o 83% of all projects funded by National Fire Plan brush reduction funds in the Sierra Nevada are actually commercial timber sales.





 o Brush reduction funds were supposed to be used to reduce flammable undergrowth adjacent to forest communities in the West; however, not one of projects in the Sierra Nevada focused on the reduction of flammable brush near homes. In fact, these activities were located an average of 6 miles from the nearest town. 





o Nearly 75% of these National Forest Plan funded activities focused on the removal of large, fire resistant trees.





 The Bush Administration plan is similar to the 1995 logging without laws Salvage Rider, which suspended environmental laws and banned pubic participation to allow commercial logging for "forest health" reasons. However, what we witnessed under the Salvage Rider was ancient old-growth forests and roadless areas falling to the chainsaw.





In fact, enough trees were cut from our national forests during the Salvage Rider to fill 800,000 log trucks lined up for over 6,800 miles. Unfortunately, if the Bush Administration gets their way, our public forests will suffer the same consequences, only this time under the guise of "fuel-reduction." 





The Washington Post called the 1995 Salvage Rider, "arguably the worst piece of public lands legislation ever." (Washington Post, Sept. 10, 1996). 





The American people should not lose sight of the fact that the person pulling all of the strings behind the scenes is none other than former logging industry lobbyist Mark Rey. Rey was hand-picked by the Bush Administration to oversee the management of our national forests as Bush's Under Secretary for Natural Resources and Environment. Rey spent 20 years as a lobbyists for the logging industry and is largely credited as the author of the 1995 Salvage Rider - which suspended environmental laws and banned public appeals to dramatically increase logging on national forests. 


