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· The National Forests are 190 million acres of land, distributed across the country, owned by all Americans. The Forest Service manages these lands under a Congressional mandate of multiple use, which means balancing the various values, e.g. wildlife, environmental quality, timber, watershed, recreation, forage, etc. The Forest Service, unfortunately, has conducted itself as the “logging service” for the past half-century. Most of our National Forest land has been roaded, logged, or altered in some way or another. 

· About 400,000 miles of roads exist in our National Forests, with a $10 billion maintenance backlog. The Forest Service spends hundreds of millions of dollars of our tax money every year to subsidize logging through road construction, site preparation, sale administration, replanting, etc. Even though the damage is immense ecologically, the 3-4 billion board feet harvested every year contribute only 3% of the US timber supply.

· To correct this problem Representatives Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) and Jim Leach (R-IA) have introduced the National Forest Protection and Restoration Act, HR 1396. It would terminate the National Forest commercial logging program and redirect the subsidies currently spent on logging toward ecological restoration employing displaced timber workers, economic diversification assistance, and worker retraining. Individual fuelwood or Christmas tree cutting would be unaffected.

Where do we go from here?  

The National Forest Protection and Restoration Act (HR 1494) currently has 107 cosponsors. 218 votes are needed to pass the House. We must call upon our legislators to support this wise piece of legislation and put an end to ecological destruction. Here are some important talking points when writing to and otherwise communicating with your elected officials on national forest issues.

· Large, protected areas of National Forest provide contiguous habitat, sustaining healthy, large, diverse wildlife populations, including the large carnivores that are suffering and are so ecologically important.

· National Forests, left uncut, provide untouched vignettes of pre-settlement America that support many rare plant and animal species that are disappearing from developed lands and that cannot tolerate human interference.

· National Forests provide watershed for the drinking water sources of millions of Americans as well as the headwaters of commercial and recreational fisheries. Logging and road building severely degrade water quality and thereby harm downstream communities and fish populations.

· National Forests provide a refuge from the hectic hysteria of everyday life in modern society. They provide an enchanting backyard for hiking, hunting, camping, fishing, and horseback riding, something that we desperately need as we cruise into the 21st century with rapid population and urban growth.

· Finally, as Wallace Stegner wrote, it is important to know simply that it is there. What does it do to one’s outlook on life if the entire planet is controlled by human power, and that all traces of mystery, wildness, and magic have been removed?

Questions?: jimsteitz@ususierraclub.org -- Forest Campaign Coordinator
